GRASSING BARE PATCHES DEMONSTRATION
FARM 3- Allan
December 2020 z January 2021

What has happened so far
20 Weeks Later

Some rain falls have continued over December and January at my farm in Bywong
with over 28 mm in December and in excess of 60mm in January. All demonstration
plots have had no soil loss or erosion. January has definitely seen the temperatures
get warmer and in some cases the days have been very hot. The Ryecorn that |
slashed in the early December to a height of 30 1 50cm dried out and has started to
breakdown on all the demonstration plots. The Crimson clover has had minimal
growth over the two months and has also started to brown off. There are still hints of
green within the plots.

With plenty of feed around the farm, the temporary fence seems to continue
restricting native grazing and | have still not seen any Kangaroos or Wallabies etc on
the demonstration plots.

Again, | have included pictures below to show the original site and the current status
of the demonstration plots after 20 weeks.

As previously observed there is an abundance of kangaroo and wallaby grass
around the plots inside the basic exclusion fence. Minimal Kangaroo grass is
prevalent in any of demonstration plots except the control reinforcing that Kangaroo
grass does not like to be disturbed and appears to be easily out competed by a
green manure crop.

HINDSIGHT CONSIDERATIONS & QUESTIONSGR THE FUTIRE

Given the green manure crop is browning off over summer, | am pondering for any
future efforts the below points. | am hoping that the trials will provide some clarity for
me. Regardless of any future considerations | may have, the demonstration plots
have all shown improved ground cover. Even with the rain, I still have bare patches
similar to those that | started with.

® Should the original manure crop should have been slashed / mowed to the
ground whilst still green to benefit the soil more?

® Should another green manure crop (cow peas) have been sown for the
summer months and slashed prior to grass seed planting to benefit the grass
germination and growth?

B What longer term benefits are there for the soil from the remnants of the
original green manure crop (final soils analysis should help answer this)?

B How much has the growth been skewed this year because of the good rain
fall?
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BACK GROUND INFORMATION

COMMONIMPROVEDPLOT

The Common Improved plot had lime added to the surface and was to be
incorporated to a depth of 5cm by hand. My compact soil did not allow for the lime to
be incorporated to that d e pmaximumadeph ofw2ars.
The green manure crop consisting of 90% ryecorn and 10% crimson clover was
broadcast across the plot at a rate of 40 grams per m?. The Common Improved plot
was then covered with jute mesh. The jute mesh as covered with compost obtained
from the Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council waste minimisation centre.

VARIATION 1 PLOT

The Variation 1 plot had lime distributed in the same manner as the Common
Improved plot. For this plot mechanical means were used to incorporate the lime.
The four tines on a box grader were used to break up the soil to a depth of
approximately 10cm. The green manure crop was then broadcast at the same rate
of 40 grams per m?. The plot was then covered with the compost obtained from the
Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council waste minimisation centre.

VARIATION 2 PLOT

The variation plot 2 was completed a little later (5 days) after the common improved
and Variation 1 plots. This variation 2 was without any physical incorporation of the
treatments to the plot. The lime was distributed by the same manner as the
Common Improved plot and left on the surface and not incorporated. The green
manure crop was then broadcast at the same rate of 40 grams per m2. The plot was
then lightly covered with meadow hay. Pelletised poultry manure (Dynamic lifter)
was broadcast on this plot at the same rate as the green manure crop of 40 grams
per m2. The variation plot 2 was then also covered with the compost obtained from
the Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council waste minimisation centre.
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COMMON IMPROVED PLOT

Figure 6 Common Improved Plot Jan 2021

Figure 7 Common Improved Plot Jan 2021
















