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What problems can common
weeds cause in livestock?

* Physical impediments or injuries
* Malnutrition

e Poisonings
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Sudden death: Nitrate toxicity examples

Cathead /
Caltrops
Tribulus

terrestris

* Relatively
un-
palatable

Wild Radish Mintweed

(Raphanus (Salvia

rapha- reflexa)

nistrum) * Relatively

. unpalatable

palatable e

palatable as it
dies in late
autumn / early
winter

Patersons Thistles

Curse
Echium
Plantagineum
* Relatively
palatable,
more after
herbicides
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Staggers example: “Phalaris staggers”

Phalaris (Phalaris aquatica)

Multifactorial

Lush new growth
In the morning
High soil nitrogen
High temperatures

Foggy or cloudy weather /

shade
Frost

Cattle and
sheep
Alpacas
(sudden death
syndrome)

Tremors and
weakness

Worse when forced
to exercise
Excitable

Head tremors,
twitching, nodding
Kneeling,
knuckling

Falling over
Problems eating
(Sudden death)






Wild radis
(Raphanu.
raphanist.
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Gastro
glycoa

Solanums
e Unripe
e Q@Green
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Photosensitisation

 Primary or secondary

e Sensitiser molecules lodge in skin

e Activated by sunlight

 React and cause inflammation

e Unpigmented and unprotected skin affected

 Primary
Plant pigments

 Secondary
Liver-damaging plant toxins
Liver can’t excrete chlorophyll breakdown products
These lodge in skin as sensitiser molecules



Photos

Sheep

Cattle

+/- Dro
confus




Photosensiti

St Johns Wort
Hypericum perforatu

Primary
photosensitisati




Caltro
Tribu

Sec
pho
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Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids

Toxins damage the liver +/- lungs and kidneys

Pigs > Poultry > Cattle and Horses > Sheep and Goats

Damage builds up over time
Onceillness is observed it is permanent and usually fatal

Weeks to months until symptoms appear



Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids symptoms

Emaciation

Diarrhoea

Yawning

Compulsive walking
Blindness

Injury from collisions
Head pressing
Msucle tremors
Dangerous behaviour

Weight loss
Diarrhoea

Dangerous behaviour
Breathing difficulties

Weight loss
Diarrhoea

Behaviour change
Breathing difficulties

“Toxaemic jaundice”
Sudden death when
stressed

e Mustering
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Bracken Poisoning

* Extensive bleeding (“bracken poisoning”)

* Eating large amounts over 2 - 4 weeks
* Pale gums and whites of eyes +/- with pinpoint bleeding
* Blood in urine, manure, nasal discharge

* Infections and fever

e Tumours of the urinary bladder

» Eating small amounts over years
* Red urine +/- blood clots

* Progresses to anaemia, weakness, wasting, death






Plant poisoning “first aid”

 Move livestock slowly and carefully to an area
with a different plant species composition

e Minimal stress

* Good quality non-green hay
e Good quality clean water

e Contact your vet or district vet

Get the diagnosis confirmed



Plant poisoning “first aid”

 Photosensitisation

 Reduce exposure to sunlight

e Shed/shade +/- animal sunscreens

 Good quality non-green hay

e Good quality clean water
e Contact your vet or district vet
* Get the diagnosis confirmed

» Vet to determine use of anti-inflammatory or
antibiotic treatments



Biosecurity

e Weed seeds and stock

» Different diets will affect the passage of seeds

through the gut
e Generally will take 3- 4 days but up to 7 days
* 10 day quarantine is best practice

 Adherence to sheep wool

e Seeds can stay attached to wool for months
* Shear before release from quarantine

e Care with boughtin feed
* Poisonings
e New weeds establishing
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